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Report: Video competition

The Government and people of Tonga continue to raise awareness about their efforts to address the
negative impacts of climate change through various adaptation and mitigation measures.
The Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change
and Communications (MEIDECC) particularly the Department of Climate Change (DCC) celebrated
National Climate Change Awareness Week (NCCAW) from 20th to 24th September 2021.

Hon. Minister for MEIDECC Mr. Poasi Tei (middle) with distinguished guests at the prayer ceremony to mark the opening of
the 2021 NCCAW

The theme of the week “Takanga ‘etau Fohe” or “Building a more resilient Tonga” was aimed at
reminding people about the negative impacts of climate change and encouraging them to take the
necessary actions to minimize these impacts.
Activities during the week included a video competition and entrants were asked to focus their video
submissions on how traditional knowledge can be used to build resilience and minimize the negative
impacts of climate change in Tonga.
The ‘Angahiki’ Group from Ma’ufanga was announced as the winner of the 2021 video competition by the
Prime Minister, Hon. Rev. Dr. Pohiva Tu’i’onetoa at the Exhibition Day which marked the completion of
the National Climate Change Awareness Week (NCCAW) organized by the Department of Climate Change
(DCC) within the Ministry of Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change
and Communications (MEIDECC).

New Zealand High Commissioner, Ms. Tiffany
Babington handing over the $3,000 cash prize to
the ‘Angahiki Group who won the first prize of
the GCCA+ SUPA Project Video Competition

“We’re practically over the moon right now as we did not expect to be the champion of the competition.
Frankly, we took part in the competition because we wanted to just give it a try and at the same time we
thought it would be an ideal opportunity for us to at least contribute to our fight against climate change
in Tonga,” said the group’s spokesperson, Ms. Tupou Kupu.
“Winning the competition has inspired us to do more as the problems we are facing here in Tonga, due to
climate change, are not slowing down but instead they are gaining momentum. For instance, we recently
experienced tropical cyclones such as TC Ian and TC Gita that devastated the Ha’apai, Tongatapu and Eua
groups and I am certain there are more to come,” added Ms. Kupu.

Hon. Prime Minister, Rev. Pohiva Tu’ionetoa (middle), Hon. Minister for MEIDECC Poasi Tei (left), Luisa Tui’afitu-Malolo
(second to the right) inspecting the booths during the Exhibition Day

10 entries were received by the organizing committee including the winner of the 2020 video competition
– the Hala’ovave Youth Group who settled for the second prize this year. Highlighted below are the 5
winners with their prizes.
•
•
•
•
•

1st Prize: $3,000 – ‘Angahiki Group
2nd Prize: $1,500 – Hala’ovave Youth Group
3rd Prize: $800 – Ha’ateiho 1
4th Prize: $400 – Hala Taufateau
5th Prize: $200 – Go Green

The remaining five entrants received a consolation prize of $100.00 each.
The Director for Climate Change Mrs. Luisa Tuiafitu-Malolo thanked the community videographers who
participated in the competition and stated that she was overwhelmed with the creativity and the
experience shared by the videos. “The talent and experience showcased by these videos are
extraordinary, and I am humbled and honored by their efforts especially since more than 85% of these
videographers are youths who expressed the will and positive action to protect our beloved country from
climate change.”

The competition was supported by the European Union-funded GCCA+ SUPA Project and implemented by
the Pacific Community (SPC) in partnership with the Government of Tonga.

Both the New Zealand and British High Commissioners, Ms. Habington and Ms Joyce OBE attended the Exhibition Day event
where the prize giving for the video competition was held

