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Report: Coastal clean-up and tree planting

Communities’ overwhelming support for coastal clean-up and tree planting
The Government and people of Tonga continue to raise awareness about their efforts to address the
negative impacts of climate change through various adaptation and mitigation measures.
Last week, the Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment,
Climate Change and Communications (MEIDECC) particularly the Department of Climate Change (DCC)
commemorated the National Climate Change Awareness Week (NCCAW) that was held from 20th to 24th
September 2021.

Hon. Minister for MEIDECC Mr. Poasi Tei (middle) with distinguished guests at the prayer ceremony to mark the opening of
the 2021 NCCAW

The theme of the week “Takanga ‘etau Fohe” or “Building a more resilient Tonga” was aimed at
reminding people about the negative impacts of climate change and encouraging them to take the
necessary actions to minimize these impacts.
As the Director for Climate Change, Mrs. Luisa Tui’afitu-Malolo stated, “The theme for this year’s
NCCAW is a humble reminder for the Government and the people of Tonga about the negative impacts
of climate change and the need for everyone to take decisive actions to fight these challenges of our
time.”

The week began with a Church Service on Sunday, 19th September at the Mormon Church of the Liahona
Chapel and was open to the public. The core activities commenced on Monday, 20th September and was
focused on the commemoration of the world’s Ozone Depleted Substances (ODS). This was followed by
a programme for youths that paid particular attention to the Paris Agreement (PA) that was ratified by
Tonga on 21st September 2016. Youths were given the opportunity to learn more about the PA with the
intention to broaden their understanding of climate change in the international arena.
On Wednesday, 22nd September there was a tree planting activity at the GCCA+ SUPA project’s sites and
a coastal clean-up of four (4) coastal communities namely Kolovai, ‘Ahau, Kanokupolu and Ha’atafu. On
Thursday, 23rd September, there was a singing competition which was conducted for both primary and
secondary schools.
The Exhibition Day was held on Friday, 24th September and all stakeholders including donors, partners,
Government Ministries, NGOs and community groups came together to show their support for resilience
building and taking action against climate change. Prizes for all the competitions during the week were
also awarded by the Prime Minister of Tonga, Hon. Dr. Pohiva Tu’i’onetoa who was impressed with the
activities of the week and support from stakeholders.

Students from Apifo’ou College who participated in the tree planting activities of the NCCAW

Tree Planting and Coastal Clean-up
During the 2021 National Climate Change Awareness Week, the GCCA+ SUPA Project supported two
major activities namely, the Short Video Competition with the theme – Building resilience in Tonga using
traditional knowledge and the tree planting and coastal clean-up campaign in four coastal communities
in western Tongatapu (Kolovai, ‘Ahau, Kanokupolu and Ha’atafu).
This short report focuses on the tree planting activity as well as the coastal clean-up that was held on
the 22nd September 2021.
The programme began with a service that was led by Rev. Tekilati Pahulu and was attended by the CEO
for MEIDECC Mr. Paula Ma’u, British High Commissioner to Tonga, HE. Ms Lucy Joyce OBE, Tongatapu

No.5 Member of Parliament, Ms. Losaline Ma’asi and more than three hundred people from around
Tongatapu who came to support the NCCAW activities.

British High Commissioner to Tonga, HE. Ms. Lucy Joyce OBE (middle) MP, Losaline Ma’asi (right of HE Ms. Joyce), CEO MEIDECC, Paula Ma’u
(left corner) and some of the participants who took part in the prayer service

There was increased support for the 2021 tree planting and coastal clean-up compared to the one that
was held in 2020. About 300 plus people participated in this year’s activity compared to the 200 plus
who participated in 2020. This year’s activity was also special as HE. Ms. Joyce took charge in both the
replanting and coastal clean-up campaign.
Mele Saluni of Kanokupolu described Ms. Joyce’s enthusiasm as “loto’ofa mo anga katokilalo” which
literally means “kindhearted and down to earth”. She added that it is very rare for people like Ms. Joyce
to bring themselves to the level of the ordinary people especially picking up the dirt and all the different
types of rubbish along the coast.

HE. Ms. Lucy Joyce OBE in action – she planted a Mohokoi at ‘Ahau (left) and picking up rubbish at Kanokupolu beach (right)

The GCCA+ Project provided 200 t-shirts for participants and some refreshments. Provided below are
some images from the tree planting and coastal clean-up activity.

